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Affairs 
Purg’d from the Errors and Partiality of New/- Writers 
. and Petty-State/men, of ‘all Sides. 


~ Saturday, May 6. 1704. 


of FRANCE: 


UR laft ended with the Charaéter 
: O of the profound Submiffion made 


by all the Gentry of France, to the 
Command of their abloluce Monarch; Gen- 
tlemen who have cravel'd in France too late- 
ly for Hiftory to come. at the Heels of the 
Faét, tell us very diverting Stories of the 
Court of the Marfhals in Cafes of Perfonal 
Affronts , and the extraordinary Juftice 
done by way of Reparation in Point of Ho- 


~ nour, which the French call L’ Amen.le Ho- 


norable. j ; 
Thave often fancy’d there is fomethirg 
more of the Old Cuftom, which we call 
Lex Talionis, in this way of judging, than in 
any Proceedings I bare read of If 
I give the Reader che Particulars of fome, 


from the many I have heard, I defire the 
~ Favour of the Cenforious Part of Mankind 


to take this with theinBy the way. 

T cannot fatisfie my felf to fay any thing 
in Print, without either being very fure of 
my Authorities, or letting the World 
know upon what Foot, as to Credit, they 
are to take it. Tis my Opinion, 
if an Hiftorian relates a Falfhood without 
the due Caution of telling his Reader how 
he had it, he pawns his own Reputation 
upon the Truth of it, niakes him{clf antwe- 
rable, and the Fraud becomes his own, 


Wherefore, tho” I may onthe Credit of 
the Authors, tell the World I believe firm- 
ly the Inftances I am going to give are Ge- 
nuine; yet I fhall always cell you when I 
have a Story from a Report of Gentlemen, 
or from a pofitive Hiftory. 

The Accounts J fhall now give,are there- 
fore to be reckon’d with the firft; and tho? 
they may be never the lefs Fa&, the Rea- 
der is thus turunifh’d with a Caution,and 
his Obfervationson my Credulity antici- 
pated. 

One of the Fir Methods which, asTam 
inform’d, this Court of Honourary Juftice 
proceeded apon, was, That if they had a- 
ny Notice of Broils and Quarrels a- 
mong Gentlemen of Quality, the King 
immediately was acquainted with it, the 
Perfons fent for and oblig’d to declare the 
Circumftances, and the Aggreffor being 
found out, was oblig’d to give Security 
for the fafe forth-coming of the Perfon; 
this Security is forfeiced if any Accident 
befall, whether the Perfon was the Caufe 
or no, unlefs he to whom fuch Mifchiefhap- 
pen’d, voluntavily acquitted him of being 
concern’d init. 

The IngeniousfAuthor of the Sobdier’s. 
Guide, gives'a remarkable Inftance of this, 
in the Cafe of a private Trooper in the Ar- 
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my, who had difcover’d a fale Mufter in 
the Regiment; the King had publifhed, 
‘Thar itany Soldier could difcover a Fraud 

in the Muiters, he fhould have a Reward 

vt 160 Crowns, have his Difcharge from 

the Service, and a Pafs to his own Hone. 

The Commiffary of the Mafters having 
drawn out the Regiment, and the Trooper 
oblerving a Faggot, asthe Soldiers cali it, 
plac’d in the Reer of the Troop he was in, 
rides out of the Rank to the Commiffary, 
and acquaints him of it; the Commiflary 
knowing the Severity of the King in this 
Cafe, purpofely made as if he did not hear 
him, and then once or twice put hiin off, to 
give the Orficer, who was concern’d, and 
who was his Friend, time to remove 
the Fellow out of the Ranks; the Cap- 
tain, (who knowing his Guilt, the fooner 
took the Hint,) had been as fharp and dex- 
terous in itas he could with. When all was 
over,theCommiffary pretends to be very di- 
ligent, and comes with the Trooper to the 
Ranks, but the poor Fellow was in “the ut- 
moft Confufion when he found the Man 
gone and plac’d among the Servants as he 
thould be. 

The Captain, the Collonel of the Regi- 
ment and the Commiffary, all agreed to 
maké an @xample of him, which they exe- 
ecuted very cruelly ; they cut off one of his 
Ears, they ty’d him up. to the-Poft, and 
caus'd him to be beaten by Two Dragoons 
mof unmercifully ; and ftripping him of his ; 
Cloaths, turn’d him out of the Regiment. 

The reft of the Troopers pitying their 
Comrade, who they knew to be.a brave 
Kellow, and feveral of them alfo who knew. 
the thing to be true, made a Perfe for him, 
and advis'd him to go direétly to the Kirg; 
the poor Man all wounded as he was, made 
the beft of his way to Court, and throw- 
mg, himfelf at the King’s Feet, gave an Ac- 
count of his Ufage. 

The King of France, who has made bim—- 
felf particularly belov’d among his People, 
by readily hearing Petitions, and perfonally 
rédreffing, the privateAbules of his Subjects, 
heard him with a great deal of Patience,and 
tho’ the Story was imperfeétly told, the 
Kips,call'd to thofe who were by him, and 
ordered ikem tocaufe the Collonel, the 
Cammailary , and the Captain to be fent 


wt i rey was - = oe ey, 
for from the Army3 alfo he orde 
Trooper to name fuch Soidiers 
Troop as were able to prove for hir 
any of the Particulars; who were alfo 
fent for, and an immediate Hearing 
direéted. 


In fhort the Fellow .made outthe Matter 
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as related, his bruted Body,and the Wounds 


inhis Face, fhew’d welt enouzh the Truth 


of the Ufage he had receiv’d, and on a full 
hearing ordered the Colionel to be broke, 
the Commiffary, but for the great Inter- 
ceffion of his Friends, had been hang’d, the 
Captain was ordered te pay the hian 2000 
Livres in Money, to cauie hins to be care- 
fully cur'd of his Wounds, his Cloaths 
and Equipage to be reftor’d him, to be 
conduéted home at his Charge, and 
to give Security for his fafe turth-coming 
for Two Years, and.was declard unca- 
pable of ferving in the Army any more, as 
long as heliv’d. 

Tho’ the latter Part of this Story only 
refpeéts the Article I am upon, yet Icould 
net abate the Reader anyPart of it, becaufe 
as ‘ris quoted from an Authentick Auther, 
fo ‘it has a great many good Morals which 
may be drawn from it; were it not an A@i- 
on of this Great Monfter of France, who 
we have fuch perfonal Averfion for, thac 
we fcorn to imitate him-even where be 
does well; and, but that. am not willing 
to- be told Lam- writing forthe French Party 
as well as of the French Affairs, I could lay 
a great deal more to it. 

1 am told another Story of -Two Gen- 
tlemen of Bretaign,. who had liv in conti- 
nual Sees about a Miftrefi, which it 
feems both of them enjoy’d ; but Madam 
Le Coquette had difpens'd her Favours with 
fuch Circumf{peétion, that each thought, 
as is ufual-in fuch Cafes, himfelf entire Ma- 
fter ofher, and the other only his Rival ; 
but at laft the Murrher came- out, they 
quarrel d almoft at the Corner of ever 
Street, and being known to be both Mea of 
the Sword, their Friends took a great deal 
of Pains to keep them from fighting, often 
made them fhake hands, and proimife to fay 
no more of it; but fill the Quarrel broke 
out afrefh, and particularly once meeting in 
a publickPlace of the Town, they fell to high 
Werds,. and grew {0 hot, thatthe Frierlds 
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other all the Abufive Names he could thiak 
of and {natching a Cane from a Gentleman 
that ftood by, Caned him with it till the 


People parted them.. 

As the Quarrel was now grown too high 
for the Mediation of Friends, they thought 
they could done thing kinder to them both, 
than bring it before the Magiftrates; fo 
they were both fecured, but all Men al- 

d that Perfon to be the Agreffor ; fo the 
other was let go, upon giving Security tu 


~ make his Complaint to the Coart of the 
Marefhals. 


‘tte matter‘came to a {peedy Hearing, 


_ and as Caneing is the laft Affront to be 


fuppofed a Gentleman can give or take, 
the Court were very Exemplary in the Pa- 
aifhment, for they Order’d the Offender 
to have the-like Number of-blows given: 
him, with a Canc, in the Middle of the 
Town, by a Woman of the Meaneft and 
moft Infamous Charaéter that could be 
found and enquiring out the Miftrels they 
Quarre¥d tox, they Order’d her tobe Ba- 
nith’d the Province, and awarded the Com- 
plainant to be paid his Charges, and Seca- 
rity be given, that he fhould offer him no 
Adront for the Future. - 

Tho’ the the Juftice of this Sentence is 
very Particular, yet that which is more Re- 
markable init is, that this Gentleman not 
only fubmitted to the Sentence for that 
perhaps he could not help, but liv’d after- 
wards in very good Correfpondence with 
his Antagoniit, .and they wese: never 
known to differ afterward. 

I don’t defign this for a Satyr upon the 


Temper of our own Country, yet 1 Que- 
ftion w tether there is an rah Man fhall 
read this Paper, that will venture to-fay 
for himfelf, he could do the fame ———~ 
This I take to be the Effeét of the entire 
Abfolute Subimiffion, that is paid to the 
King’s Command, and that Obedience 
without referve ; which, as God be thank’d ‘ 
they are all more oblig’d to than we are, fo 
they are better Qualified for it by their own 
fervile Temper. 

“Tis ftrange that the French fhould give 
a more entire Submiffion to the Abfolute 
Commands of a fingle Man, than we do 
here to the Laws of our own making. 

I don’t fay the French are-to blame in 
Obeying their Laws, {uch as they are; but 
the Engiifh-muft be unaccoantably biame- 
able, whofe Laws are the People’s own A& 
and Deed, made at their Requeft, agreed 
to by their own Voluntary Will, for every 
fingle Freeholder Confents to every Indi- 
vidual Claufe by their Reprefentatives, yet 
no Nation in the World-make fith-a jeft 
cf their Laws as the Englifp. 

if i were the Bufinels of this Paper to 
Treat of Home Affairs, it would not be 
Improper to fenumerate here, the Multis 
tude of Starutes which are fuperieded by 
Cuftom, and now tie Dormant in England, 
as things grown Obfolete and unregard- 
ed, till the People begin td forget there 
are any fich Laws in Being; fuch are the. 
Laws againft Relieving Beggars, the 
Weights, Meafures, and Quality of Pro- 
vifions, and the like; but this Subject -be- 
ing toe Foreiga to the prefent Defign, 7 
avoid ‘going out of the Way, toa thing 
that requires fo much to be {aid of it. 


ApviceE fromthe Scandalous CEuk. 


‘i iy H E- Gentlemen of Cenfure and Reé- 

- mark may fee how wiling I am to 
follow the Rule I preftribe them, and Cor- 
ret any thing they find faule with, whether 


there has been occafion for ‘it or ne - 


Upon this Score ard aifo wanting Room 
io this Paper, I have Order’d to leave 
out our Title of Mercurg Ssandale. ‘ 

Not but that I knew what Language it 


was, before the Author of the Courant made 
his witty Refle€tion upon it; and 2m very 
free to tell him, knew as well as he the Ok- 
jeCtions againtt the Grammar of it— Bug 
as if was usd here as a Nv-t-de Guerre a 
made Name to athing, It isas ealy tobe 
Defended as a Atuck Heshno,or SmeBy manus, 
orany other compound Words: which all 
Authors have taken the Freedom to make 
nfsof in like Cafes. Ss 
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So Ignorant as well as eager, are” 


tu, their own extraordinary Capacities. 

Further Iam to tell my animadverting 
Aushor, that notwithfranding his Ignorance, 
1 have avery good Precedent to juitify 
this , froma Book of the very fame 
"Little, which for fome time was Publith’d 
in Parw, .abouc the Year..1681. Till 
making a little too free with their Supe- 
riors, it was Ordred to be fupprefs’d. 

And fo much .for my Title. 

-1 thal) Ratertain. you, Gentlemen, after 
this Day, with no more Storys for.Re- 
proof! ox Divertion for fome time, till I 


have gone thro” the Neceflary Defence of g 


our Suciety: but having alittle Room here, 
it being, t0o lage to begin a Head in this 
Paper, I muit acquaint the World that 
the following Letter was fent uslaft Weck, 
aud the Society having found the Obfer- 
vations were very Juft, have given the 
Publick a View of them as they are; 

Gentlemen ; Ss 

Pray at the mext meesing of the Socie- 
ty be pleafed to examine the Gazette N°. 
4272. from Thurfday, April 20. 10 Monday, 
April .24. and tellus, : 

zit. How came the Advice rbere from 
Ahtwerp. to the Hague, fince ali Corre/- 
romdence by Letters or otherwife is ftricty 
Sterdicted on both fides ? 

2. What's means by shi - News from 
Torin? 

* About. 4coo .French “Recruits came 
* fafl Week, by Sea from Thoulon.to Sin 
‘¢ Pietro D? Arena nears Genos, which 
‘© make up the Number of 100co that 
* are already Arriv’d there. 

Prt tet many doshey make ix 
yO 

Upon Reaging this Letter, the Society 
Order'd the Gentleman to be acquainted, 
that troly they coud not find out the 
Myfiery and advis'd him to confult with 
the ,Author of the Gazette about it who 
"Tis thought may be beft able to Inter- 
yret it. 


Dvettifements are taken in by 7. Mattherws, 
in Pilkington-Cowrr in Little Britain, 


thefe 
Gentlemen in Revenging the affront done 


and in open Violation of the Divine 
Together with the Way and M 
God's Free-Grace in Pardoning P, 
Sinners ; proving that he juftifies | 
by imputing Chrift’s Righteoufneds to th 
By Jol Bunyin, Author of the Pilgrim's . 
refs. The Tiird Edition. Printed for 
Marfhall, at the Bible in Grace-church frect.t 
This day is Publimi’d. oe 
A Letter from a Country Juftice to an 
Alderman of the-City of Lonton, con- — 
cerning the Bithop of Suissbury’s Speech in 
the Houfe of Lords upon rhe Bill againf{ 
Occafional Conformity. price 4.0 
ah H E Wildom of God manifefted inthe _ 
Works of the Creation. In two Parts. 4 
The 4th Edition, correéted and very much 
enlarged. By ‘Yfobn Ray, Fellow of the Royal . 
Society, in 8vo, The Plain Man's Guide to — 
Heaven. By Richard Lucas, D.D. 120. The * 
Temple of Sacred Poems and private Kja~ ‘ 
culations. By George Herbert, late Orator wt 
Cambridge, with his Life. t-th Edition, — 
Corrected, 120. An Hiftorical Didadicat x 
Treatife of the Two Covenants. By Joby 

Parker, formerly Fellow of Emanuel Coll 
ca idge, 80. The Augmentation of Pou 
Vicarages, wish the Propofals thereumor 
ato, All 5 printed-for Feffery Wale az the 

Angel i St. Paul's Church-Tard, = 

_ Ju Publithd’, 

Ome Critical and Political Remarks 
-a late Virulent Lampoon, all’ Fa, 
ction Difplay’d. Sold by the Bookfellers, 


Price 64. 
Lately Publith’d, 
More fhort ways with the Diffenters, price 64. 


$44 'A Dogar in Phyfick Cures 
Degrees and Indifpofitions in Vous oe 
watt a moft eafie, fafe, and ex itiou 
Method ; and of whom any Peeton ‘nky 
have Advice, and a perfect Cure, let his we 
her Difeafe be of the longest Date: He lik | 
wife gives his Advice in all Difeafes, dna . 
Preicribes a Cure. Dr. HARBOROUGH 
Graduate Phylician ) in Great Xmight-Rid, he 
Rrrect', near Dodors Commons, - ro 
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